IN  THE  FAR  EAST                 165

only my little wife says " Don't go there/' but no sooner
do I get a good prospect in China than Headquarters
cables to know when I am going back to Japan. And
instead of any reply I turn off to the Interior and then
down here! But do not be afraid; you'll see I shall be
all right. Oh, if I could see my little wife and family
landing on the Bund to help me rouse up China! '

' All right' it proved to be. He carne and went
through the Empire and the neighbouring lands
unharmed, wearing the little native Chinese cap on
his head. Wherever he went he received only kindness
and affection. Even those who could not understand
this strange man felt instinctively that his mission
was one of peace and goodwill.

When passing through Manchuria in bitter winter
weather the Commissioner had no overcoat. A
Japanese Christian gentleman was so impressed with
his devotion to God and indifference to his own needs,
that he gave him a big sheepskin coat such as is
worn there in winter. Of this gift he writes home:

' In the North we had extreme cold, and I do not know
what I would have done unless a dear Japanese had given
me a sheepskin. There are worse things in cold weather
than " wandering about in a sheepskin ! " '

On his return home the family asked for the
sheepskin coat as a souvenir. Railton's face fell.
'I'm so sorry,' he said apologetically, ' but I met a
very poor man who needed it more than I did, and I
gave it to him/ The sheepskin, however, proved
most valuable during his journeys in the East.
Travelling on one of the huge Chinese river steamers
which carry up to two thousand passengers, he
reports:

' There are no bed things, as all are accustomed to
have their own, so that but for my sheepskin I should have
had bare boards, and as it is I have had three days in my
clothes.'

The European lines will not allow any but Chinese
to travel in this way, but with the sheepskin and the
little Chinese cap he was allowed to pass unchallenged.